
 
 

JENSON BUTTON’S F1 TITLE-WINNING 
BRAWN AT FESTIVAL OF SPEED 2016 

 

27th April 2016 
 
The car in which Jenson Button became Britain’s 10th Formula 1 World Champion will be 
making a sensational return to action at the 2016 Goodwood Festival of Speed. Le Mans winner 
and F1 star Martin Brundle is expected to take the wheel.  
 
The Brawn BGP 001 dominated the first half of the 2009 season, winning six and finishing no 
lower than third in any of the opening eight rounds, with Button taking all six of the trips to the 
top step. A further two victories for Rubens Barrichello and two podium visits for Button 
secured the Constructors’ Championship for the brand-new Brackley-based team. 
 
The Brawn team was a late addition to the 2009 F1 grid, rising up from the ashes of the doomed 
Honda Racing F1 Team. The Japanese marque pulled out of the sport in December 2008, just 
three months before the start of the new season.  
 
Ross Brawn, the former technical director of the Honda team, and the man who stood side-by-
side with Michael Schumacher during his championship-winning years at both Ferrari and 
Benetton, came to the rescue, buying the team from Honda on the March 6, 2009, three weeks 
before the Australian Grand Prix, officially changing name to Brawn GP 11 days later. 
 
The BGP 001 was one of three cars, the other two being the Williams FW31 and the Toyota 
TF109, at the centre of controversy in the run up to the Australian GP, with rivals claiming the 
‘double-decker diffuser’ was illegal, with the argument boiling over to an official hearing between 
the second and third Grand Prix of the year. The International Court of Appeal concluded that 
the designs were in fact legal and the appeal was rejected.  
 
The car was instantly quick, becoming the only new constructor to win its first two races since 
Alfa Romeo won the first two rounds of the inaugural World Championship in 1950. Having 
secured both the Drivers’ and Constructors’ Championships, Brawn GP remains the only team 
to hold a 100% success rate in F1, following the team’s sale to Daimler AMG in November 
2009, whereupon it was rebranded as Mercedes GP, which recently took Lewis Hamilton to 
back-to-back titles. 
 
Having not turned a wheel since the end of the 2009 season, Britain’s only World 
Championship-winning car from the 21st century is undergoing preparations for its Goodwood 
bow, under the watchful eye of Brawn himself. In true Festival of Speed style, it’ll be another 
moment that British race fans won’t want to miss.  
 



Ross Brawn said, “I’m absolutely delighted that one of only three Brawn BGP 001s built is 
coming to the Festival of Speed. I’ve had chassis 002, which is the very car Jenson Button used 
throughout his world title-winning season in 2009, in my collection since that time and can’t wait 
for it to turn a wheel under its own power for the first time since that incredible season.  

“The car was stripped and rebuilt before I took it and has been rarely seen in public since then. 
Frazer Deane at D3 Racing Solutions is meticulously going over it in readiness for its run up the 
hill at the Festival and some of the mechanics who worked on the car in period are giving up 
their time to help run it at FoS. 

“I can’t think of a better place to show off the car than at Goodwood. The event is remarkable. 
I’ve been many times and love getting up close to such important competition cars. In F1 you 
get very close to your own car, but not to anyone else’s! The public’s enthusiasm for the history 
of motorsport is one of the reasons the event is such a success. It’s superbly well run and a real 
history lesson.” 

(ENDS)  
 
EDITORS’ NOTES:  
 
The Festival of Speed will take place from 23-26 June 2016. 
 
Tickets and hospitality packages for both events are on sale with Saturday and Weekend tickets 
already in limited numbers. More information is available via www.goodwood.com/tickets or via 
phone 01243 755055.  
 
Staged every summer since 1993, the Goodwood Festival of Speed is the world’s largest 
automotive garden party; set against the spectacular backdrop of Goodwood House in West 
Sussex, UK. Over 600 cars and motorcycles spanning the phenomenal history of motoring and 
motor sport take part with some of the most legendary figures from the sport as well as 
international celebrities regularly attending. Highlights of the 2015 event, which took place on 
June 25-28, included the Moving Motor Show presented by the AA in association with The 
Telegraph, Forest Rally Stage, Michelin Supercar Paddock, Michelin Supercar Run, F1 paddock 
presented by Sky Sports F1, Drivers’ Club presented by TAG Heuer, GAS Arena powered by 
TomTom Bandit, Cartier Style et Luxe Concours d’Elegance, Aviation Exhibition and Bonhams 
Auction. 
 
To access the Goodwood Media Centre for rights free images please click here: 
Username: g00dw00d   Password: st3rl1ng  

 
For all Media enquiries, please contact Laura Gilbert-Burke or Gema Bernaldo de Quiros at the 
Goodwood Motor Sport Press Office:  
Telephone: +44 (0)1243 755000  
E-mail: laura.gilbert-burke@goodwood.com or gema.bernaldo@goodwood.com 
 
Goodwood Motor Sport on social media:  
YouTube: http://youtube.com/goodwoodtv  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/goodwoodrrc  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/goodwoodrrc 
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