
 
 

Goodwood Festival of Speed and Formula 1 
celebrate Bernie Ecclestone’s life in motorsport 

 
Strictly embargoed until 10am Monday June 19th 2017  

 
For the first time ever, the Central Feature at Goodwood’s Festival of Speed presented by Mastercard 
(June29th – July 2nd) will celebrate an individual rather than an honoured marque. This year the giant 
sculpture sweeping the sky in front of Goodwood House will be marking Goodwood and Formula 1®’s 
joint celebration of Bernie Ecclestone’s extraordinary life and career.  
 
Bernard Charles Ecclestone, known the world over simply as Bernie, is one of the most influential people 
in the history of motorsport. Over the last 40 years he has transformed Formula 1, using his legendary 
vision and business acumen to develop the sport into a multi-billion dollar global phenomenon. 
 
"This is not so much a tribute, but rather a Goodwood celebration of a racer who has had such a huge 
influence on the sport we all love," said Lord March, the Festival's founder. "It’s wonderful that Bernie 
has agreed to spend the weekend at the Festival with many of the great names with whom he has worked 
during a life dedicated to racing. I’m also delighted that he will bring with him some great historic Grand 
Prix cars from his incredible collection." 
 
Bernie will attend the Festival of Speed along with a host of World Champions, team owners, engineers, 
designers and mechanics from his life in motor racing. The Central Feature of the event, a towering 
sculpture outside Goodwood House, will display cars from the five different chapters of his life, as driver, 
manager, team owner, impresario and ultimately a true legend of the sport. 
 
At heart Bernie Ecclestone remains a racer, a fan of the sport, and that is why Goodwood has chosen to 
honour him. In the late 1940s and early '50s he raced both motorcycles and cars, entering the Monaco 
Grand Prix in a Connaught in 1958. He then turned his hand to driver management with both Stuart 
Lewis-Evans and 1970 World Champion Jochen Rindt. In late 1971 he bought the Brabham F1 team, 
forming a highly effective partnership with designer Gordon Murray and drivers including Niki Lauda, 
Carlos Reutemann, Carlos Pace and Nelson Piquet, who won two World Championships for the team. In 
1974, at the request of other team owners, Bernie took control of the F1 Constructors’ Association 
(FOCA) and for the next three decades he guided Formula 1 to become the most watched sport in the 
world, with 21 races and a global television audience measured in hundreds of millions. 
 
The Festival will explore 'The Five Ages of Ecclestone', which represent the five distinct eras of Bernie’s 
career. Each age will be portrayed on the iconic Central Feature, designed by sculptor Gerry Judah once 
again, by a different car.  
 
‘The Five Ages of Ecclestone’ are:  
 
Driver 
A regular competitor in 500cc Coopers during the late-1940s and early- ‘50s, the climax of Bernie’s 
driving career came in 1958, when he entered the Monaco Grand Prix in a Connaught, having bought the 
team’s assets the previous year. 
 



Manager 
After calling time on driving himself, Bernie turned his hand to management, guiding the careers of Stuart 
Lewis-Evans and Jochen Rindt. The latter became the sport’s only posthumous World Champion in 
1970, driving the iconic Gold Leaf Lotus 72. 
 
Team Owner 
At the end of 1971, Bernie purchased the Brabham F1 team, forming a formidable partnership with 
designer Gordon Murray, and drivers including Carlos Pace, Carlos Reutemann, Niki Lauda and Nelson 
Piquet. The latter took the first of two World Championships for Brabham under Bernie’s ownership in a 
BT49 in 1981. 
 
Impresario 
Beginning in the 1970s, Bernie took control of Formula 1’s commercial rights, transforming the sport 
into a truly global powerhouse. The Ferrari F2001 represents Michael Schumacher’s dominance in the 
early 2000s, when manufacturer involvement reached an all-time high, and blue-chip sponsors sought to 
benefit from F1’s unrivalled glamour and TV ratings. 
 
Legend 
Simply, there is only one ‘Bernie’ in motorsport. The 2016 World Championship-winning Mercedes-
AMG W07 brings the story of his time in Formula 1 right up to date. 
 
Significant names from Bernie’s life, including World Champions, former Brabham drivers and team 
members, and team owners past and present, will be at Goodwood, alongside Bernie himself on Sunday 
July 2nd when there will be a key moment in front of Goodwood House at 3pm. 
 
The 2017 Festival will be a fitting tribute to a man who, through good times and bad, has been an 
overwhelming power for good in motorsport. 
 

(ENDS) 

 
  



EDITORS’ NOTES:  
Saturday and weekend tickets or the 2017 Festival of Speed are now already sold-out, with 
Thursday, Friday, and a limited number of Sunday tickets still available on a first-come, first-
served basis.  Some hospitality packages remain available throughout the weekend. To buy 
tickets or enquire about hospitality visit www.goodwood.com or call the Goodwood Ticket 
Office on 01243 755 055. 
Staged every summer since 1993, the Goodwood Festival of Speed Presented by Mastercard 
is the world’s largest automotive garden party; set against the spectacular backdrop of 
Goodwood House in West Sussex, UK. Over 600 cars and motorcycles spanning the 
phenomenal history of motoring and motor sport take part with some of the most legendary 
figures from the sport as well as international celebrities regularly attending. Highlights will 
include the Moving Motor Show, Forest Rally Stage, Michelin Supercar Paddock, Michelin 
Supercar Run, F1 paddock, Drivers’ Club, GAS Arena, Cartier ‘Style et Luxe’ Concours 
d’Elegance, Aviation Exhibition and Bonhams Auction. 
 
To access the Goodwood Media Centre for rights free images please click here: 
Username: g00dw00d   Password: st3rl1ng  

For all Media enquiries, please contact Laura Gilbert-Burke or Gema Bernaldo de Quiros at the 
Goodwood Motor Sport Press Office:  
Telephone: +44 (0)1243 755000  
E-mail: laura.gilbert-burke@goodwood.com or gema.bernaldo@goodwood.com 
 
About Mastercard  
MasterCard (NYSE: MA), www.mastercard.com, is a technology company in the global 
payments industry. We operate the world’s fastest payments processing network, connecting 
consumers, financial institutions, merchants, governments and businesses in more than 210 
countries and territories. MasterCard’s products and solutions make everyday commerce 
activities – such as shopping, traveling, running a business and managing finances – easier, more 
secure and more efficient for everyone. Follow us on Twitter @MasterCardUKBiz, join the 
discussion on the Cashless Pioneers Blog and subscribe for the latest news on the 
Engagement Bureau. 
 
Or Emma Fahy at the Mastercard Press Office: 
Email: emma.fahy@mastercard.com  
Telephone: +44 (0)7580 790 297 
 
Goodwood Motor Sport on social media:  
YouTube: http://youtube.com/goodwoodtv  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/goodwoodrrc  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/goodwoodrrc 
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