
  

Goodwood FOS adds 100mph drones to the mix as new 

STEM education programme is launched 

For immediate release: 28th June 2017 

A new STEM education programme based around building and racing drones will be launched at 

this year’s Goodwood Festival of Speed (June 29-July 2).  

Drone racing is a rapidly growing sport, with the world’s first professional Drone Racing League 

(DRL) reaching 30 million spectators on TV and another 45 million online last year. This week, 

the DRL secured $20m (£16m) in funding from a fresh set of investors, including new Formula 

1 owner, Liberty Media. 

US racing drone manufacturer, Thrust UAV, will showcase its Riot 250R Pro racing drones at a 

special new area of the FoS, with pro pilots doing demo races and allowing visitors to the 

Festival to have a go themselves, with assistance from the professional operators.  

Thrust UAV and its parent company, PCS Edventures, will use the Festival of Speed to launch 

STEMD (STEM Drone), a new education programme that it hopes to roll out to 7,000 sites 

worldwide, including schools across the UK. 

As part of the programme, students will get to build and race their own drones – helping them 

with curriculum elements across the subjects of maths, engineering, electronics and physics.  

The addition of drone racing alongside the Festival of Speed’s traditional two and four-wheeled 

speed machines is part of the event’s focus this year on new and future technologies. A huge 

new installation, measuring 30m x 20m and called FoS Future Lab, will showcase cutting-edge 

technology from the worlds of automotive, aviation and beyond.  

These will include Thrust UAV’s world-leading Riot 250 R Pro racing drone and RubiQ, a 

modular educational drone platform specifically designed for use by students.  

Meanwhile, the drones will be seen in live action for the first time in the UK at Goodwood’s golf 

course, where visitors can even take the controls themselves. 

Joe Egusquiza, Director of Business Operations at PCS Edventures and Thrust UAV, said: 

“Drone racing is like games consoles on steroids. It gets kids outdoors and away from the 

computer screen and it’s an activity that really suits every member of the family but still has that 

speed and thrill factor. 

“Our education package will teach students how to build their drone from the ground up and 

then how to control it, how to hover, move and fly through gates. It will teach them real-world 

skills in a variety of STEM-focused areas. Ultimately, the kids who build these drones are the 

same kids who will make all the future tech in the Future Lab come to life.” 



Saturday and weekend tickets are now sold-out, with Thursday, Friday, and Sunday tickets selling 

fast.  Hospitality packages are available throughout the weekend. To buy tickets or enquire about 

hospitality visit www.goodwood.com or call the Goodwood Ticket Office on 01243 755 055. 

(ENDS) 

  

EDITORS’ NOTES:  

Staged every summer since 1993, the Goodwood Festival of Speed presented by MasterCard 
is the world’s largest automotive garden party; set against the spectacular backdrop of 
Goodwood House in West Sussex, UK. Over 600 cars and motorcycles spanning the 
phenomenal history of motoring and motor sport take part with some of the most legendary 
figures from the sport as well as international celebrities regularly attending. Highlights will 
include the Moving Motor Show, Forest Rally Stage, Michelin Supercar Paddock, Michelin 
Supercar Run, F1 paddock, Drivers’ Club, GAS Arena, Cartier Style et Luxe Concours 
d’Elegance, Aviation Exhibition and Bonhams Auction. 
 
To access the Goodwood Media Centre for rights free images please click here: 
Username: g00dw00d   Password: st3rl1ng  

For all Media enquiries, please contact Laura Gilbert-Burke or Gema Bernaldo de Quiros at the 
Goodwood Motor Sport Press Office:  
Telephone: +44 (0)1243 755000  
E-mail: laura.gilbert-burke@goodwood.com or gema.bernaldo@goodwood.com 
 
About Mastercard  
Mastercard (NYSE: MA), www.mastercard.com, is a technology company in the global 
payments industry. We operate the world’s fastest payments processing network, connecting 
consumers, financial institutions, merchants, governments and businesses in more than 210 
countries and territories. Mastercard’s products and solutions make everyday commerce activities 
– such as shopping, traveling, running a business and managing finances – easier, more secure 
and more efficient for everyone. Follow us on Twitter @MastercardUKBiz, join the discussion 
on the Cashless Pioneers Blog and subscribe for the latest news on the Engagement 
Bureau. 
 
Or Emma Fahy at the Mastercard Press Office: 
Email: emma.fahy@mastercard.com  
Telephone: +44 (0)7580 790 297 
 
Goodwood Motor Sport on social media:  
YouTube: http://youtube.com/goodwoodtv  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/goodwoodrrc  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/goodwoodrrc 
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