
 

Formula 1 returns to the Festival of Speed  
 

18 March 2019 
 
As the Festival of Speed, presented by Mastercard, enters its 27th year, it’s only right that many of 
the current crop of Formula 1 teams will return to Goodwood on 4-7 July. This year, six teams 
are already confirmed to attend the Festival of Speed with several of the current drivers.  

Goodwood’s relationship with current Formula 1 teams started in the Festival of Speed’s second 
year. In 1994, Williams, Arrows and McLaren brought crews to the event, with the latter bringing 
the then-current, Peugeot-powered MP4/9. Having smashed the Hill record with a 47-second 
ascent, McLaren driver Martin Brundle commented: “We actually ran the car very conservatively. 
If we’d set about it, swapped the hard tyres for something a little softer, I think you’d go up there 
in 42 seconds.” Little did he know how accurate a prediction that was.  

It was two years later that the Duke of Richmond managed to persuade Ferrari to make the 
journey from Maranello for the first time, and the team turned up with new driver Eddie Irvine 
and the previous year’s 412 T2. Irvine’s enthusiasm off the Startline did mean that the car ran 
out of halfshafts before the end of Sunday, though…  
 
The highlight for many during the past 26 years was Nick Heidfeld’s 41.6-second record run in 
the McLaren-Mercedes MP4/13. Aged just 22, Heidfeld was McLaren’s test driver at the time, 
and was sent to Goodwood by McLaren Managing Director Martin Whitmarsh under the strict 
instructions to get the record. It remains standing to this day, largely down to the ban on F1 cars 
doing timed runs the following year.  
 
Johnny Herbert was there in 2000, driving the new Jaguar Formula 1 car up the Hill, and he set 
the standard for the future by replacing outright speed with donuts and burnouts. That year was 
also Jenson Button’s first appearance of 16 in a row. His relationship with Goodwood was 
celebrated last year with an interview by Mark Webber on the House balcony, having driven up 
the Hill in Honda’s RA301.  
 
In his first year of Formula 1, in 2007, Lewis Hamilton was welcomed to the Festival of Speed as 
a conquering hero. He became a fixture of the event for nearly a decade, also celebrating his first 
championship year in 2008 with a House balcony appearance.  
  
With the F1 season now underway in Australia, the Festival of Speed is the best opportunity to 
see the cars and drivers up close this year. 
 
Tickets for the Festival of Speed are available from www.goodwood.com and from Goodwood 
Customer Sales on 01243 755 055.  

(ENDS) 

 

http://www.goodwood.com/


 
Editor’s Notes:  
 
About Goodwood 
Staged every summer since 1993, the Goodwood Festival of Speed presented by MasterCard is 
the world’s largest automotive garden party; set against the spectacular backdrop of Goodwood 
House in West Sussex, UK. Over 600 cars and motorcycles spanning the phenomenal history of 
motoring and motor sport take part with some of the most legendary figures from the sport as 
well as international celebrities regularly attending. Highlights include FoS Future Lab, Forest 
Rally Stage, Michelin Supercar Paddock, Michelin Supercar Run, F1 paddock, Drivers’ Club, 
GAS Arena, Cartier Style et Luxe Concours d’Elegance, Aviation Exhibition and Bonhams 
Auction. 
 

For all media enquiries, please contact Abbie Hansford at the Goodwood Media Centre:  

Telephone: +44 (0)1243 755000   
E-mail: abbie.hansford@goodwood.com    
 
About Mastercard  
Mastercard (NYSE: MA), www.mastercard.com, is a technology company in the global payments 
industry. We operate the world’s fastest payments processing network, connecting consumers, 
financial institutions, merchants, governments and businesses in more than 210 countries and 
territories. Mastercard’s products and solutions make everyday commerce activities – such as 
shopping, traveling, running a business and managing finances – easier, more secure and more 
efficient for everyone. Follow us on Twitter @MastercardUKBiz, join the discussion on 
the Cashless Pioneers Blog and subscribe for the latest news on the Engagement Bureau. 
 
For all media enquiries please contact Lauren Jefferys at the Mastercard Press Office: 
Email: Lauren.Jefferys@mastercard.com 
Telephone: +44 (0) 207 513 2169 
  
Goodwood Motorsport on social media:  
YouTube: http://youtube.com/goodwoodtv  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/goodwoodrrc  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/goodwoodrrc 
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